German versus Hun

and the women would kiss their hands to me. But if I were
to cry: "Long live the Republic 1" they would all laugh. For
us Germans there is something banal, almost ridiculous, about
the Republic.                    WALTER RATHENAU, Spring, 1922

Parliament remains the talking-shop of the politicians instead
of the place where things are done.

MOLLER VAN DEN BRUCK, 1922

We left it to other nations to elaborate political ideas. . . .
As a result we are suffering from a romanticism which we
felt that we owed to our traditional idealism. Indeed, we
exaggerated it until it became an imperialism, but this, with
us, was not really born of an ideal : it was rather the exhibi-
tionism of the incontestable power which was piling itself
up in our empire.                 MOLLER VAN DEN BRUCK, 1922

We were always talking largely of our achievements in the
world, but as for the world-policy which we deduced from
them, we followed it merely as dilettanti, who do everything
by halves, inadequately and inconsequently.

MOLLER VAN DEN BRUCK, 1922

We never find the word that expresses a political affair with
refined political tact, and we always talk beside the point.

MOLLER VAN DEN BRUCK, 1922

We were originally a democratic people.

MOLLER VAN DEN BRUCK, 1922

We occupied ourselves with suffrage problems for a century.
In the end we no longer asked ourselves whether there might
be political ideals which we could not realize by means of the
existing suffrage. We wanted the suffrage for its own sake;
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